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Italian publishers to join PDLN

In this issue

Last summer the Italian Federation of
Newspapers and Magazine Publishers (FIEG),
launched a licensing model for newspaper
and magazine articles, called Repertoire
Promopress.
Now the organisation behind it, Promopress
2000, has applied to join PDLN. The
organisation includes around 90% of Italian
publishing companies’ newspapers and
periodicals, both FIEG members and nonmembers, and aims to encourage the development of simple and efficient market
solutions for the protection of editorial content. If the application is successful, PDLN
membership will start on 1st February.
In November we announced a new licensing model, Repertoire Promopress, set up to
combat the practice of press cutting without specific agreement from the publisher
and despite most publishing companies specifically prohibiting the reproduction of
their works under the general rules of national copyright law.
Contact: Fabrizio Carotti fabrizio.carotti@promopress2000.it
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Some confusion
arose in Ireland
recently, with
reports
suggesting that
National
Newspapers of
Ireland (NNI)
were planning to
charge for links.
Much of the
subsequent coverage appears to have confused NNI
(which has a policy position in relation to the ongoing
review of Irish copyright law) and NLI (Newspaper
Licensing Ireland, which handles the practical licensing of
newspapers’ copyright material).
To clarify, NLI is not a subsidiary of NNI; it is a separate
entity and not all publishers are common to both
organisations.
NLI does not charge for hyperlinks and NNI is not
planning to do so.
The issue of linking and copyright remains up for debate.
To date, NNI’s position has been to assert copyright in
hyperlinks but not to charge for them, with linking being
such an integral part of how people communicate.
The next step in this complex debate is likely to be the
publication of the Irish Government-appointed Copyright
Review Committee’s report. Amongst other things, that
committee is considering whether hyperlinks can
constitute an infringement of copyright law.
Contact: Owen Cullen owen.cullen@newspaperlicensing.ie

Legal proceedings against Google, led by Copiepresse
and authors, have been rumbling on since 2006, with
claims that Google infringed copyright. Copiepresse won
a 2006 ruling (upheld in 2007 and 2011) which set a legal
precedent forbidding Google from linking to material in
Belgian newspapers. The legal challenges seem to have
finally come to an end as, in December, the Belgian
French-language news publishers, the authors’ societies
and Google announced a set of agreements that will
favour business partnerships and end legal proceedings.
A press release on the Copiepresse site on 13 December,
stated, “Google will pay legal fees and work with the
publishers on mutually beneficial business partnerships
and innovation.”
The Belgian French-language news publishers will partner
with Google to generate business opportunities from
online content, aimed at driving traffic to publisher sites
and hence increasing user engagement and revenue for
those sites.
This will involve
promoting each other’s
services through methods
such as Google AdWords
campaigns to attract
readers to the
newspapers’ websites and by publishers’ media carrying
advertisements for Google.
Could the agreement in Belgium provide a blueprint for
other countries to reach settlement with Google? The
search giant is already under increasing pressure in Brazil,
France, Germany and Italy…
Contact: Margaret Boribon margaret.boribon@jfb.be
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